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Exodus 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

Title and Meaning 

 Hebrew: taken from the first words… “ And these are the names…” 

 Greek: from the Septuagint (LXX), meaning “Departure” 

 Gives a straightforward version of the exodus, at least in broad outline form; Continues the story that began 

in Genesis 

Author 

 Moses; Points to Moses in 17:14; 24:4; 34:4, 27-29 

Date 

 Estimated to be written during the Wilderness period, c. 1445-1405 B.C. 

 Date of Exodus disputed 

 1 Kings 6:10; Scripture dates Solomon‟s fourth year of reign, when he began to build the temple (ca. 

966/65 B.C.), as being 480 years after the Exodus, establishing the early date of 1445 B.C. 

 Egyptian records contain no evidence of the exodus, but bear in mind that they would be unlikely to 

memorialize humiliating defeats and disasters 

 Some argue that 1 Kings 6 uses figurative language, pointing to 12 generations, instead of literal years, 

which would put the Exodus around 1260 B.C. 

Outline 

 Structure 

 Three Parts, centered on locations of the people; In Egypt, in Wilderness, at Sinai 

 Other possible division; time in bondage; God gives the law; God commands to build the tabernacle 

 Basic Outline 

 Israel in Egypt (1:1-12:36) 

 The Population Explosion (1:1-7) 

 The Oppression under the Pharaohs (1:8-22) 

 The Maturation of a Deliverer (2:1-4:31) 

 The Confrontation with the Pharaoh (5:1-11:10) 

 The Preparation for Departure (12:1-36) 

 Israel in the Wilderness (12:37-18:27) 

 Exiting Egypt and Panicking (12:37-14:14) 

 Crossing the Red Sea and Rejoicing (14:!5-15:21) 

 Traveling to Sinai and Grumbling (15:22-17:16) 

 Meeting with Jethro and Learning (18:1-27) 
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 Israel at Sinai (19:1-40:38) 

 The Law of God Prescribed (19:1-24:18) 

 The Tabernacle of God Described (25:1-31:18) 

 The Worship of God Defiled (32:1-35) 

 The Presence of God Confirmed (33:1-34:35) 

 The Tabernacle of God Constructed (35:1-40:38) 

Purpose 

 Must be seen in tandem with the overall purpose of the 

Pentateuch—Explain the history of the Israelite nation, from 

God‟s choosing them as His people, to the men and women God 

used to shape the nation, to their captivity in Egypt, to their 

subsequent Wilderness Wanderings, to the cusp of receiving the 

Promised Land 

 Tell the Israelites of their deliverance and establishment by God; 

formation of the nation through which Christ would enter the 

world 

 Giving of the Law 

Audience 

 Israelites in the Wilderness; the generation that would conquer 

and fill the Promised Land 

Main Characters 

 Moses 

 Miriam; sister of Moses 

 Pharaoh‟s daughter 

 Jethro; father-in-law of Moses 

 Aaron; brother of Aaron, first high priest of Israel 

 Pharaoh; unnamed leader of Egypt 

 Joshua; assistant to Moses, military leader, successor to Moses, 

led Israel into Promised Land 

Background and Setting 

 18th Dynasty Egypt 

 

Understanding the Bible 

o What Not To Do: 

 Picking a bit out of context. 

The Bible is not a magic box 

 Building a doctrine on a verse 

which has been 

misunderstood—as frequently 

done by cults and deviations 

 Saying it’s too remote and 

difficult for ordinary people: 

it’s not! 

 Reading it just as literature or 

geography or history; it is 

these things, but more; it’s the 

message that matters 

 Reading it as magic, or fables, 

or fairy tales…the Bible was 

written by people in real 

situations as they were 

inspired by God 

o Reading the OT Law 

 Is this moral law, for all time? 

Or matters of social or 

ceremonial law? If the latter, 

what point was being 

expressed, or general 

principle? 

 What did the passage mean to 

the original readers or 

hearers?  

 How does the same message 

apply to us today? 
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Major Themes 

 Calling of Moses 

 God never forgets His people 

 God overcomes any excuse or weakness we might have 

 God uses every past circumstance for His purpose 

 He can use anyone, no matter what 

 I AM 

 God reveals Himself in a way not known before 

 He is personally with His people 

 God is present with Israel as its savior and king 

 Plagues 

 Plagues occurred over a period of six months to a year 

 God chose natural disorders to confound Pharaoh and the gods of Egypt 

 Caused the „Nile-god‟ to bring ruin, not prosperity 

 The frogs (associated with the Egyptian gods of fertility) to bring disease instead of fruitfulness 

 The power of Re, the sun-god, was blotted out 

 Whole sequence of events follows a logical pattern which could have started with an unusually high 

flooding of the Nile, bring down thick red clay from Ethiopia or red algae which polluted the water 

 However it happened, this was no mere „chance‟—God was demonstrating his absolute control 

 He distinguished between his people and the Egyptians; he controlled the extent and the areas affected 

by each plague; he announced the timing of each and could call a halt at any time in answer to prayer 

 10th plague is end of road for Pharaoh but the beginning for Israel 

 Passover lamb speaks of God‟s protection and provision for his people—Israel is God‟s firstborn; bitter 

herbs reminds them of their time in Egypt; flat unleavened bread recalls the haste of their departure (no 

time to use yeast, „leaven,‟ and wait for the bread to rise) 

 Passover 

 Israelites ate the Passover meal ready for an immediate journey 

 When God saw the blood on the lintel and doorposts, he passed over that house, sparing the firstborn 

 Whole sequence following the night of Passover is to be memorialized by the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread; this feast signified the haste with which they left Egypt 

 The Last Supper, which Jesus celebrated with his disciples in the upper room was certainly patterned 

after a Passover meal, if not the Passover itself; through this event the Passover was transformed in 

Christian observance into the Lord‟s Supper; that meal commemorates the death of Jesus the Messiah, 

through whom all that the Passover and old covenant anticipated has been brought to full fruition 

 Exodus from Egypt 

 Exodus was God‟s greatest act of salvation in OT 

 They were in slavery to Egyptians, but God had not forgotten them 

 Deliverance helped mold Israel‟s self-understanding that they were God‟s people 

 The exodus theme is constantly reapplied throughout the OT and into the NT 

 Becomes in essence the paradigm for future deliverances 
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 Mount Sinai—The Law of God 

 Crucial to recognize that the law was given within the context of the covenant, in the form of a treaty 

document 

 The law as found in Exodus 20-24 is not the basis of the divine-human relationship even during the OT 

period, but rather it is the guide for its maintenance 

 It is not the key to the establishment of a relationship with God, but rather to its continuance and well-

being 

 Law divided into two parts 

 Ten Commandments 

 Given first 

 Cover the basics of the divine-human relationship (first 4)as well as human-human relationships 

(last 6) 

 Book of the Covenant 

 Various laws composing this section flow from the more basic principles presented in the Ten 

Commandments 

 They specify the Ten Commandments to the cultural and redemptive-historical moment of the 

people of God at the time of the exodus 

 Attempts to impose the laws and penalties found in the Book of the Covenant to a 

contemporary society are ill-founded and dangerous; such attempts don‟t take into account the 

radically different cultural and, more importantly, redemptive-historical differences between 

OT Israel and contemporary society 

 The Law remains relevant for today in general terms 

 Think through the contemporary applications of the Ten Commandments 

 What about stealing and computer/digital theft? 

 What about abortion and the command not to kill? 

 Parts of the Law to apply today: anything confirmed directly by New Testament teaching; timeless 

principles 

 Tabernacle 

 Emphasizes God‟s presence with His people 

 What led up to its construction: 

 Before the Fall, there was no need to meet with God at a special location 

 After the Fall, people could not enter the Lord‟s presence, except at specially designated locations 

 Altars worked for individual families for a time, but the nation grew and a central location was 

needed to ensure proper worship; God commanded the construction of the Tabernacle 

 Form of a nomad‟s tent; portable 

 From Sinai to Solomon, tabernacle served as God‟s earthly dwelling; where it stood was holy ground 

 Set up in the middle of camp; each tribe had a place around it; center of the camp, according to ancient 

Near Eastern tradition, was the place for the king‟s tent; God was the king of Israel 

 When they moved, the ark led the way, just as an ancient Near Eastern king would lead his army into 

battle 
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 Design of the tabernacle 

 Pointed to the presence of a holy God  

 Different parts: courtyard, Holy Place, Most Holy Place 

 Ground, people became more holy as proximity to the tabernacle increased 

 Outside camp was for Gentiles and unclean 

 Only Levites were permitted to approach area immediately surrounding the tabernacle 

 Served to buffer the tabernacle from the rest of the camp 

 Service in the tabernacle was limited to the descendants of Aaron 

 Most Holy Place was restricted to only the current high priest once a year on the Day of Atonement 

 Furniture 

 Most important was the ark and the menorah, both symbols of God‟s presence 

 Ark 

 Small box, 3 ¾ feet long, 2 ¼ feet wide, 2 ¼ high 

 Rings attached to the sides, through which poles were slid for carrying it 

 Simple, but precious, constructed of high-quality acacia wood and covered inside and 

out by gold 

 Main emphasis is its role as an object representing God‟s presence 

 When Israel was stationary and the tabernacle was set up, it was protected by two 

cherubim represented by statues at each end with wings outstretched over the ark and 

heads down; the reason for their posture was that the ark was a most potent symbols 

of God‟s presence 

 It was seen as the footstool of his throne 

 God the King sat in his earthly house on his throne, and the cherubim, whose wings 

supported him, looked to the ground to shield their gaze from the radiance of his 

glory 

 Menorah 

 It is a tree symbol, described as having branches and almond blossoms 

 A treelike menorah reminds us of the garden of Eden and thus represents the presence of 

God on earth 

 Tabernacle showed the Israelites that God was with them as they journeyed through the 

wilderness and as they settled in the Promised Land 

 The symbolic significance of the tabernacle has generated much reflection 

 Attempts to link every item of furniture and every piece of building material to Christ may be 

appealing to some, but if NT statements and allusions do not support such connections then it is 

probably unwise to assume such connections 

 The tabernacle‟s structure and design for efficiency and beauty are one thing, but finding hidden 

meaning and symbolism is difficult ot prove 

 How the sacrificial and worship system of the tabernacle and its parts meaningfully symbolize the 

redeeming work of the coming Messiah must be left to those NT passages that clearly address the 

subject 
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Resources 
Rose Publishing: Deluxe Then and Now Bible Maps 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 

Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 

Lasor, Hubbard, and Bush: Old Testament Survey 

Longman and Dillard: An Introduction to the Old Testament 


